The 'rainforest' myth
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You know I love to explode urban legends -- those entertaining, compelling stories that are told and retold despite the fact that there is not an ounce of truth in them. 

Well, my friends, one has been making the rounds not only of our popular culture for the last decade or more, but is even taught as gospel truth in government schools from coast to coast. 

It goes something like this: The Amazon rainforests are the lungs of the earth, converting carbon dioxide into oxygen and providing mankind and the animal kingdom with life-sustaining air. Yet, the rainforests are threatened, endangered, on the verge of extinction due to man's reckless greed and avarice. The Amazon and other rainforests are being cleared at a rate of 20 football fields per minute. 

That's what is known as a Big Lie. It's being spread most notably by know-nothing Hollywood celebrities such as Sting, William Shatner, Leonardo DiCaprio, Tom Jones, even one of my favorites, Tony Bennett. 

I could sit here and present dry scientific data to prove my point. But the case is made much more effectively in a new video documentary including some surprising sources. 

Dr. Patrick Moore was a founding member of Greenpeace, one of the organizations that invented this myth that the Amazon rainforests are being destroyed and a group that is still promoting this lie. Moore, an environmental scientist who now heads a group called Greenspirit, says the threats to the rainforests are being wildly exaggerated. 

"The Amazon is actually the least endangered forest in the world," he tells reporter Marc Morano of the American Investigator Television newsmagazine show in a documentary.

American Investigator Television found that only 12.5 percent of the original Amazon has been deforested, leaving 87.5 percent intact. Of the 12.5 percent deforested, one-third to one-half is uncultivated or in the process of regeneration, meaning that at any moment up to 94 percent of the total Amazon is in its natural state. 

"All these save-the-forests arguments are based on bad science," says Moore. "They are quite simply wrong." 

Keep in mind; Moore was in the front line of Greenpeace's early direct-action campaigns, sailing into nuclear test grounds to the United States and France to stop testing in the atmosphere. Now, because of scientific evidence, he's convinced that logging and burning do not endanger the Amazon. 

Furthermore, many of those who have actually spent time in the Amazon realize there is a severe price to pay by local people restricted from certain activities on their own land. Brazil is a country rich in natural resources. But many people remain impoverished because of superstitious concerns about damaging hearty jungles known now as "rainforests." 

