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Enrichment: Penobscot Indians

Attean, one of the two main characters in Zhe
Sign of the Beaver, is a member of the Penobscot
tribe. In Attean’s time, the Penobscot were the
principal tribe of the Abnaki confederacy of
Maine. This confederacy, composed of several
tribes, occupied northem New England and what
are now the Maritime Provinces of Canada. The
Abnaki spoke a form of the Algonquian
language and were related by language to
other Algonguian people who lived
hundreds of miles to the west near the
Great Lakes.
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/AL Hrst, the Penobscot, and the Abnaxi In.
‘general, cooperated with the French. They taught
Indian methods of hunting, fishing, farming, and
canoe making to the French and served as
guides along the rivers and through the forests
in the quest for beaver. In return, the French
paid the Abnaki in various ways and supplied
them with firearms. Guns gave the Abnaki a

brief advantage over their old enemies
to the west, the Iroguois, who
inhabited all of what is now
New York State. Also, French
trappers had no desire to
destroy Indian land or
move there permanently.

Traditonall, the Abnaki trbes lived e
in villages of wigwams covered with ‘{4 \ e va'l’:fs:‘s
bark or woven mats. Each village a
also had a large central 0ld Townd m‘%ﬂ"ﬂ‘:ﬂfy“s
house for public Bangors 1 s because th
gatherings. The people MAINE gather animal pelss.

ther vegetables. As \ robscor ke I contrast o the
other vgtais s Pnohcotkiver T
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close view of th amived in America to stay.
Penobscot way of Ife in ‘They wanted land on which to build
Atteans tim. You'll homes, farms, and villages. From the late
learn exactly how the 1600s into the middle of the 1700s, the
Penobscot used bows, English moved steadily into Abnak tertory. The
arrows, and knives for English offered bounties for the scalps of Abnaki
Punting; how they traveled by canoe, men, women, and children. It is estimated that

toboggans, and snowshoes; and how they
caught fish in weirs or nes. In addition, you will
find vivid descriptions of Penobscot homes,
‘games, and ceremones.

Long before settlers like Matt and his family
arrived in Maine, the Penobscot had had contact
with white people. In the early 1600s, Jesuit
missionaries from France arived o try to
convert the Penobscot to Christianity. The Jesuits
were successful in most cases. Missions were
established in Maine along the Kennebec River
and near what is now the town of Old Town, a
few miles from Bangor. Then came French
trappers, whose main purpose was to collect
‘beaver fur to sell in Europe where there was a
constant demand for animal pelts.

by the early 1700s, one-third of the Abnaki had
died because of war, disease, or hunget. Many of
the survivors moved o safety in Canada. The
exception were the Penobscot, who made a
separate peace treaty with the English in 1749.
Consequently, the Penobscot were able to save
themselves and much of their territory.

Most of the remaining Penobscot still
live in Old Town, Maine, and support themselves
through lumbering, boating, hunting, and
farming.

‘Think about how the book shows the impact
of white settlers on the Penobscot way of life.
What were the advantages and disadvantages of
the contact between the two cultures?








