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The French and Indian War

‘Matt and Attean, the main characters in 7he
Sign of the Beaver; come from very different
cultures, and yet they manage to form a
friendship in spite of the tumultuous times in
which they live and the historic rivalries between
their people. 7he Sign of the Beaver s set around
the time of the French and Indian War (1754~
1763). That war pitted the French and their
Indian allies, which included the Abnaki, against
English settlers and the lroquois and other
Indian allis.

By the middle of the 17005, France had
claimed a tremendous stretch of the American
continent, including much of Canada and the
Land along the Mississippi River southward all
the way to Louisiana. At the same time, the

English were claiming many of the same parts of |

the continent to settle and colonize. In Europe,
the French and the English had been battling for
hundreds of years, and this hostility extended
into the New World as the two groups fought for
control. All during the early settlement years, the
‘warring parties conducted raids against one
another. Each side was aided by Indian groups it
had managed to enlist in its cause.

In the territory they claimed, the French had
been building a chain of forts for many years. By
1753, the French extended this chain aiong the
Allegheny River into Pennsylvania. Robert
Dinwiddie, the British governor of Virginia, sent
the young soldier George Washington to protest
the French forts in the area. The French refused
to leave. In 1754, Washington led a small group
of colonial troops to force a French withdrawal.
‘Washington and his men were attacked and
defeated near Fort Duquesne (now the city of
Pitisburg). This event is considered the official
beginning of the French and Indian War.

For awhile, the French and their Indian allies
continued to outfight the British. Then, in 1756,
with new leadership in England, British troops
‘began to stack up big victories against the
French. The British captured many French
‘positions, including Fort Niagara, Fort
Ticonderoga, and Crown Point. As the battle

Built by George Washingion and the Virginia miliia in 1754.
French soldiers from Fort Duquesne attacked Fort Necessty and
captured Washingeon and his men.

continued over the years, the troops of British
General James Wolfe followed the retreating

| troops of French general the Marquis de

| Montcalm into Quebec, Canada. Finally, on the
rainy momning of September 13, 1759, the

| French and British forces clashed outside Quebec
City on the Plains of Abraham. This momentous
battle lasted only a few hours, but as a result,
the political boundaries of North America
changed greatly. The British were the victors,
and their victory was made formal in the Treaty
of Paris in 1763.

By the terms of the treaty, Great Britain
received Canada, most French possessions east
of the Mississippi River, and the Spanish territory
| of Florida. Spain, another big contender in the
| battle for New World territory, received all French
land west of the Mississippi River and control of
{ the ity of New Orleans and the mouth of the
Mississippi. The French had lost their North
American empire. They retained only two small
islands off the coast of Newfoundland and two
islands in the Caribbean—Martinique and
Guadeloupe.

‘While these battles were being fought and
resolved, the two boys in 7he Sign of the
Beaver were dealing with their own conflicts. As
you read the book, think about which of their
conflicts arose from their cultural backgrounds
| and which arose from the natural competition
| that people have always felt with one another.









