HOW alke

chimpanzees

unlike most

other animals?

. Expository nonfiction explains the nature
of something. Look for explanations about
the nature of chimpanzees as you read.




IK N [ /\/‘ A L S A R [ much smarter than scientists used

to think. I was told at school (fifty years ago) that only human beings
have personalities, can think and reason, feel pain, or have emotions.
Luckily, as a child, I had spent hours learning about animal behavior
from my dog, Rusty—so I knew none of that was true!

The more we have learned about chimpanzees, the clearer it is
that they have brains very like ours and can, in fact, do many things
that we used to think only humans could do.I've described how the
Gombe chimps use grass stems and twigs to fish termites from their
nests. The chimps also use long smooth sticks to catch vicious biting
army ants. They use crumpled leaves to soak up water from hollows in
trees that they cannot reach with their lips, then suck the homemade
sponge. They wipe dirt from their bodies with leaf napkins. They use
stout sticks to open up holes in trees to get at birds’ nests or honey and
as clubs to intimidate one another or other animals. They pick up and
throw rocks as missiles. In other parts of Africa, chimps have different
tool-using behaviors. For instance, in west Africa and parts of central
Africa, they use two stones, a hammer and an anvil, to crack open nuts.
It seems that infant chimps learn these behaviors by watching the
adults, and then imitating and practicing what they have seen. So the
chimps have their own primitive culture.

Many scientists are finding out more about the chimpanzee
mind from tests in captive situations. For example, chimps will
go and find sticks to pull in food that has been placed outside the
cage, beyond their reach. They can join two short sticks together
to make one long tool. They have excellent memories—after eleven
years’ separation, a female named Washoe recognized the two
humans who had brought her up. A chimp can plan what he or she

is going to do. Often I've watched a chimp wake up, scratch himself

ow many times | have wished that | could look out onto

world through the efies) with the mind, of a chimloanzce.

L

Ohe such minute would be worth a lifetime of research.”
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calls, gestures, postures, and facial expressions. Kyoto University since 1978. Her infang I

Ayumu, will learn to stack blocks.

slowly, gaze around in different directions, then suddenly get up, walk

over to a clump of grass, carefully select a stem, trim it, and then travel

quite a long way to a termite mound that was out of sight when he

made his tool.
Chimpanzees can be taught to do many of the things that we do,

such as riding bicycles and sewing. Some love to draw or paint. Chimps
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e world, caging

can also recognize themselves in mirrors. But they cannot learn to
many ways, are often very b

speak words because their vocal cords are different. Two scientists, the
Chimpaﬁzces were first brought to Euro

Hayeses, brought up a little chimp named Vicky and tried to teach her

to talk. After eight years she could only say four words, and only people

creatures. They
Since then we have often tre
their mothers in Africa, shipping them around th
g them to perform in movies and circuses and
ets, and imprisoning them in medical

who knew her could understand even those.

The Gardners had another idea. They got an infant chimpanzee,
named her Washoe, and began teaching her American Sign Language
(ASL) as used by deaf people. Then other infant chimps were taught
this language. Chimps can learn 300 signs or more. They can also invent
signs. The chimp Lucy, wanting a Brazil nut but not knowing its name,

them in zoos, trainin
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used two signs she knew and asked for a “rock berry” A fizzy soda

became “listen drink.” a duck on a pond,“water bird,”and a piece of
celery, “pipe food” Washoe's adopted son learned fifty-eight signs from

1l Washoe and three other signing chimps by the time he was eight years
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more and more about the chimpanzee mind. shock every time




are taught, right at the start of their training, that instant obedience g
the way to avoid a beating. The beatings are given when the trainer
and chimp are on their own, so no one sees. It is the same for other
animals —and for many of those used in movies and other forms of
entertainment.

Infant chimpanzees are adorable and, for the first two or three
years, are gentle and easy to handle. People buy them and treat them
like human children. But as they grow older they become more and
more difficult. They are, after all, chimpanzees, and they want to behaye
like chimpanzees. They resent discipline. They can—and do—bite. And
by the time they are six years old they are already as strong as a human
male. What will happen to them then? Zoos don’t want them, for they
have not been able to learn chimpanzee social behavior and they do
not mix well with others of their kind. Often they end up in medical
research labs.

It is because their bodies are so like ours that scientists use chimps
to try to find out more about human diseases and how to cure and
prevent them. Chimpanzees can be infected with almost all human
diseases. Hundreds have been used (with no success) in AIDS research.
The virus stays alive in their blood, but they do not show the symptoms.
It is very unfair that, even though chimpanzees are being used to try

to help humans, they are almost never given decent places to live.

Zoos are improving gradually, but thousands of Jou-Jou has been caged alone in a
chimpanzees around the world spend their lives
in barren cement-floored cages with nothing

to do.

me, desperate for contact.

Congolese zoo. He reaches to touch

‘Hundreds of them are shut up in 5" x 5" x 7" bare, steel-barred prisons,
“all alone, bored, and uncomfortable. Measure out this space and imagine
having to live in it your whole life. (Many closets are much bigger!)

I shall never forget the first time I looked into the eyes of an adult
" male chimpanzee in one of these labs. For more than ten years he had

'_ peen living in his tiny prison. The sides, floor, and ceiling were made of
thick steel bars. There was a car tire on the floor. His name, I read on

i. the door, was JoJo. He lived at the end of a row of five cages, lined up

] along a bare wall. Opposite were five more cages. At either end of the

1 room was a metal door. There was no window. JoJo could not touch

“any of his fellow prisoners —only the ends of his fingers fitted between
" the bars. He had been born in an African forest, and for the first couple

~ of years he lived in a world of greens and browns, leaves and vines,

" putterflies and birds. Always his mother had been close to comfort him,

" until the day when she was shot and he was snatched from her dead or

~ dying body. The young chimpanzee was shipped away from his forest

" world to the cold, bleak existence of a North American research lab.

JoJo was not angry, just grateful that I had stopped by him. He groomed

- my fingers, where the ridges of my cuticles showed through the surgical

gloves I had to wear. Then he looked into my eyes and with one gentle

finger reached to touch the tear that rolled down into my mask.

010 and | touch through the bars of his
1S0N cage in a research lab.

La Vieille spent years alone in a Congolese zoo.
We were able to move her to our Tchimpounga
sanctuary and introduce her to other
chimpanzees.
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.‘ indiviclual has a role to P]ag. ]:_verg

Congo basin than anywhere else—but that is where they are

disappearing the fastest. They are disappearing for various reasonsg: l maI(CS a CIIH:CFCHCC. AHC[ Wwe ha,vc a Choicc:

[ All over Africa, their forest homes are being destroyed as humap

populations grow and need even more land for their crops ang
for their homes, and even more wood for making charcoal or

for firewood.

In many places chimpanzees are caught in snares set for bushpigs

or antelopes. Snares were once made of vines, but now hunters yse

wire cable. Often the chimps are strong enough to break the wire

3
but they cannot get the noose off. Some die; others lose a hand or g
foot, after months of agony.

There are still dealers who are trying to smuggle chimpanzees out

of Africa for the live animal trade. Mothers are shot so that hunters

can steal their infants for entertainment or medical research. Many
individuals die in the forest (including adult males who rush to the
rescue and are shot) in order for one infant to reach its destination
alive. The dealers pay the hunters only a few dollars while they
themselves can sell an infant chimp for $2,000 or more.

The greatest threat to chimpanzees in the great Congo basin is
commercial hunting for food. Local tribes, like the Pygmies, have
lived in harmony with the forest and its animals for hundreds of
years. Now logging companies have made roads deep into the
heart of the last remaining forests. Hunters ride the trucks to the
end of the road and shoot everything—chimps, gorillas, bonobos,
elephants, antelopes — even quite small birds. The meat is smoked
or even loaded fresh onto the trucks and taken for sale in the big
towns. The trouble is that so many people living there prefer the

taste of meat from wild animals, and they will pay more for it than
for that from domestic animals. If this trade (known as the “bush-

meat” trade) cannot be stopped, there will soon be no animals left.

There are many people and organizations trying to help protect

chimpanzees and their forests, but the problems are very hard to solve.

Most of the people destroying the forests are very poor. They can't

afford to buy food from elsewhere, so they cut down more trees for
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Bmpanzee Habitats

himpanzees are found in twenty-one African countries, from
‘;Slt coast of the continent to as far east as western Uganda,

: j;a, Burundi, and Tanzania. Chimps live in the greatest
‘-tltrations in the rain forest areas along the equator. Due to the
-"'c.ed destruction of these rain forests, as well as other pressures,
. 'Janzees are considered an endangered species.

he Gombe Stream Research Center is located on the eastern

of Lake Tanganyika, in Tanzania.

CHIMPANZEE RANGE

Chimpanzee range
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